
During fiscal year 2012-13, the South Carolina Department of Commerce (Commerce) was appropriated 
$682,049 designated for the SC Manufacturing Extension Partnership (SCMEP) in accordance with 
Proviso 40.19 of the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Appropriation Act.  In addition, the proviso requires Commerce 
to prepare a report of the prior year expenditures for the SCMEP.   

The Commerce and SCMEP has entered into a partnership to work together to better integrate the 
activities of SCMEP with the State’s mission to stimulate economic activity and develop competitiveness 
and potentialities of small and medium size manufacturers in the State. 

In addition, Commerce and SCMEP has integrated SCMEP’s field agent services to manufacturers in the 
state with Commerce’s existing business services.  The purpose of this program is to maintain and grow 
the relationship between the Commerce and the company through one-on-one visits.  From January 2013 
to June 2013, eighty-six visits were conducted by SCMEP’s field agents. 

During the visit, information on the programs of Commerce will be discussed with a few primary goals in 
mind: 

 Identify barriers or issues with the company that may be preventing efficient operation and 
possible growth 

 Identify possible new investment through potential suppliers 
 Identify possible expansion opportunities 
 Identify early warning signs of possible plant layoffs or closings 

 

It is our belief that these visits have increased our on-going relationships with the industrial base of South 
Carolina.   

SCMEP has provided Commerce with their 2012 annual impact report and annual audit which is attached 
to this report.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Chris Huffman at 803-737-0462.   



Helping South Carolina
Companies Grow

2 0 1 2  A n n u a l  I m p a c t  =  $ 2 3 4 . 8  m i l l i o n

New and Retained Sales  New Product Sales Capital Investment
$170 million $14.1 million $50.4 million

Jobs Created or Retained Cost Savings Manufacturers Served, 261 
1792 $14.4 million New Clients Served, 91

Reported by SCMEP’s Manufacturing Clients

A  few  highlights  include:

SC TOOL

“I knew we had to do something di�erent or we would not be around for much 

longer.  I turned to the SCMEP and SC Works, who have helped us with business 

improvement programs in the past.  We decided that our best opportunity was 

to expand into new markets and needed a system to ensure success. We were 

patient and committed to the growth plan. That was the key. With the help of 

SCMEP, SC Works and our dedicated team we were able to reach our goals.” 

- Jody McRoberts, Owner

AXIOM CEMS, LLC

“Everyone at SCMEP was very helpful, friendly, and knowledgeable.  

SCMEP is truly there to help businesses succeed.  We will certainly look to SCMEP 

in the future for other projects and would absolutely recommend SCMEP’s 

services to others.” 

- Bob Johnson, Operations Manager

LOXCREEN

“We anticipate the work with SCMEP will pay dividends in 2013 as we continue 

to pursue new opportunities and leverage our unique fabrication capabilities. 

We are well- positioned for a great year.”

- Rick Wheeler, VP

RESULTS:  

• RETAINED 9 JOBS

• CREATED 7 JOBS

• RETAILED SALES $609,000

• INCREASED SALES $600,000

• CAPITAL INVESTMENTS $1,200,000

• COST SAVINGS 15%

RESULTS:

• OBTAINED ISO 9001 CERTIFICATION

• DOUBLED ANNUAL SALES

• RETAINED 10 JOBS

• CREATED 32 NEW JOBS

RESULTS:

• RETAINED 34 JOBS

• RETAINED $3 MILLION IN SALES



SCMEP Management Team

SCMEP Partners and Alliances

SCMEP O�ces

Education Partners     
University of South Carolina
Clemson University
South Carolina State Technical College System

Public and Business     
South Carolina Chamber of Commerce
South Carolina Department of Commerce
South Carolina Economic Developers Association
South Carolina Export Consortium
South Carolina Small Business Development Center
South Carolina Small Business Chamber
Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE)
U.S. Small Business Administration
NIST MEP

South Carolina Lean Alliances     
CSRA Lean Alliance
Greenwood Lean Consortium
Low Country Lean Alliance
Metrolina Lean Alliance
Midlands Lean Alliance
Pee Dee Lean Alliance
Upstate Lean Alliance

      

John Irion
CEO / President

Chuck Spangler
COO

25 Woods Lake Road
Building #7, Suite #714
Greenville, SC  29607
(800) 637-4634 Phone

Headquarters
1301 Gervais Street, Suite 910
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 252-6976 Phone
(803) 254-8512 Fax

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

*Mr. John M. Meister 
(Retired-WABCO)
864-281-0972
johnmarkmeister@att.net

**Mr. William “Bill” Engle
Stark RFID
864- 232-9773 (work)
wbengle@starkrfid.com

Mr. Greg Butler
Pure Power Technologies
803-556-7929
greg.butler@purepowertechnologies.com

Mr. States Clawson
South Carolina Department of Commerce
803-737-0430 (work)
sclawson@sccommerce.com

Dr. Ben P. Dillard, III 
New Business Development
Recruiting Solutions/RS Healthcare
864-234-0072 (work)
864-297-3988 (fax)
bdillard@recruitingsolutionsonline.com

Mr. Dean Garritson, President 
Green Rivers Cabins
864- 457-2444 (work)
864-457-2484 (fax)
Dgarritson@greenrivercabins.com

Mr. Robert Hurst, Jr., President, 
Phoenix Specialty Manufacturing Co.
803-245-6839 (work)
803-245-4881 (fax)
rhurst@phoenixspecialty.com

Ms. Gail Shurling
Center for Manufacturing and Technology 
University of South Carolina
803-467-5907 (work)
shurling@mailbox.sc.edu

Mr. Gerald Sonnenfeld, Ph.D.
Vice President for Research
Clemson University
864-656-7701 (work)
864-656-7700 (fax)
sonneng@clemson.edu

Dr. Darrel W. Staat, System President 
SC Technical College System
803-896-5280 (work)
803-896-5281 (fax)
staatd@sctechsystem.edu

Ms. Rebecca A. Ufkes, President
UEC Electronics, LLC
843-266-3527 (work)
843- 552-7452 (fax)
rebeccaufkes@uec-electronics.com

***Dan Lilley, NIST MEP Account Manager
240-418-3003 (work)
dlilley@nist.gov

*    Chairman
**   Secretary/Treasurer
***  NIST Representative (non-voting)


























































